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I  MUST  apologise  for  not  having  been  present  at  the  beginning 
of  this  meeting,  but  as  yon  will  readily  believe  a  great  many 
duties  devolve  upon  me  at  all  times,  and  especially  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  which  make  it  impossible  for  me  always  to 
be  where  I  could  Avish  to  be.  I  have  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  the  system  that  has  been  recommended  to  you  to- 
day, further  than  having  many  years  ago  in  Germany  seen  a 
tentative  effort,  conducted  by  a  good  man  whose  name  is  well 
known  in  England  as  well  as  in  Grermany — Pastor  Friedner. 
I  remember  some  forty  years  ago  he  showed  me  a  small 
branch  of  liis  great  Institution  in  which  this  system  was 
carried  on.  I  presume  since  those  days  the  system  has  been 
mastered  and  brought  to  greater  perfection  than  was  attained 
at  that  time.  But  even  at  that  time  there  appeared  no 
doubt  that  in  the  examples  which  he  brought  under  my 
notice,  the  elements  of  a  system  existed  which  was  likely  to 
prove  highly  beneficial  to  this  distressed  class  of  the  com- 
munity. You  have  heard  no  doubt  of  the  different  efforts 
that  have  been  made  at  times  to  communicate  instru.ction  to 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  under  the  different  systems,  and  I  know 
that  Mr.  Ackers  has  his  heart  fully  enlisted  in  this  particular 
effort.  I  knoAv  that  he  may  even  be  considered  enthusiastic 
in  favour  of  this  effort — in  the  best  sense  of  the  word 
enthusiastic — but  I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  paper  he  has 
placed  in  my  hand,  no  proof  that  enthusiasm  will  so  run  to 
seed  as  to  prevent  other  systems  also  having  fair  play,  and 
that  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  it  is  this — that  having  to  deal 


with,  a  great  evil  wliicli  afflicts  the  human  race,  we  are 
anxious  to  use  every  method  that  may  he  suggested  for 
mitigating  that  evil :  and  if  it  l)e  proved  as  perhaps  it  may 
be  proved,  that  there  are  some  particular  cases  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb  for  whom  this  system  is  less  suited  than  it  is  for 
others,  there  is  no  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  promoters  of 
this  system  against  other  systems  Avhich  may  be  more  suited 
to  particular  cases  than  this  system  is.  The  desire  of  those 
who  are  promoting  this  object,  is  if  possible,  to  place  the  deaf 
and  dumb  in  the  same  position  as  other  people  whom  God 
has  blessed  with  the  power  of  hearing  and  of  speech.  And 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  where  this  s^'stem  is  snccessfxd,  it 
does  confer  greater  advantages  than  can  be  obtained  by  the 
system  which  enables  them  to  conimunicate  with  others  by 
their  fingers.  By  its  adoption,  the  sense  of  their  great 
infirmity  will  be  much  more  removed  than  it  can  be  by  any 
other  system  which  marks  their  infirmity  at  the  very  moment 
it  suggests  a  remedy,  for  the  sufferings  under  which  they 
labour.  I  am  struck  by  this  fact  "n-hich  was  mentioned,  and 
wliich  I  think  grows  with  all  our  experience  of  himaan  beings 
— tliat  the  deaf  and  dumb  are  liable  to  certain  peculiar 
moral  evils,  that  a  sort  of  suspiciousness  is  not  unlikely  to 
grow  up  in  their  minds.  We  all  kno-R'  liow  a  nation  of  slaves 
soon  exhibits  in  its  moral  defects  the  evils  of  the  slaveiy 
under  which  it  suffers.  We  know  that  almost  every  physical 
evil  under  which  the  himian  race  can  labovir  produces  some 
moral  effect  upon  those  who  are  afflicted  by  it,  and  tlierefore 
in  our  endeavour  to  remedy  this  evil,  which  for  some  wise 
purpose  God  has  allowed  to  afflict  certain  members  of  the 
human  race,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  where  the  thing 
is  possible,  we  should  desire  to  give  them  not  only  the  means 
of  escaping  by  some  contrivance  from  the  evils  under  whicli 
they  suft'er,  but  that  we  should  endeavour  to  place  them  as 
much  as  possible  on  an  ecjuality  in  all  respects  with  their 


fellow-men.  The  object  we  should  endeavovir  to  accomplish 
is,  that  a  deaf  and  dnmh  person  shall  be  as  little  as  possible 
disting'uislial)le  from  any  other  person,  and  therefore,  what- 
ever there  may  be  to  show  tlieir  infirmity,  should  as  much  as 
possible  be  removed  ;  that  I  think  is  a  great  reconnnendation 
in  favour  of  this  as  comi)ared  with  other  systems. 

I  find  it  mentioned  also  in  the  paper  which  has  been  placed 
in  my  hands,  that  the  number  of  persons  who  suft'er  under 
this  calamity  is  very  considerable  indeed,  and  I  suppose  it 
may  be  taken  for  granted,  that  a  very  large  pi'oportion  of 
tliose  wlio  suffer  are  of  the  poorest  class.  We  have  been 
engaged  during  the  past  few  years  in  great  efforts  about 
education,  and  I  have  iieard  it  said,  only  yesterday,  by  a 
great  authority,  that  probal)ly  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
there  would  not  he  a  human  being  in  England  who  could  not 
pass  a  respectable  examination  in  certain  elementary  matters 
of  education.  But  if  tliere  be  so  large  a  number  of  deaf  and 
dumb  persons  of  the  poorest  class  of  the  comulunity,  I  am 
afraid  it  will  bafile  the  skill  of  even  the  best  teachers,  with- 
out some  such  aid  as  this  institution  seeks  to  give,  to  raise 
them  to  the  standard  of  common  kno-R'ledge  of  the  commonest 
kind,  such  as  we  hope  will  soon  be  spread  among  the  poorest 
of  our  population.  It  is  said,  that  there  are  at  the  present 
time  10,000  persons  deaf  and  dumb  who  receive  no  instruction 
at  all,  and  I  do  not  quite  understand  how  they  can  receive 
any  instruction.  A  feAV  of  those  may  be  selected  by  the 
guardians,  and  at  considerable  expense  to  the  parish,  they 
may  send  them  to  some  of  the  existing  institutions,  but  surely 
there  must  be  some  general  effort  on  the  part  of  the  whole 
community  before  we  can  meet  the  evil.  Ten  thousand 
persons  is  but  a  small  nxmiber,  out  of  30,000,000  ;  but  it  is 
a  considerable  body  of  persons,  and  it  will  be  a  disgrace  to 
this  country,  if  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  years,  some 
distinct  efforts  are  not  made  to  enable  these  ten  thousand 


mutes  of  the  lowest  class  of  society  to  receive  a  proper 
education,  and  perhaps  the  most  ready  and  the  clearest 
method  of  diffusing  education  amongst  them  is  that  which  we 
are  met  here  to-day  to  advocate.  I  presume  that  it  is  so 
simple  that,  with  certain  preliminary  arrangements,  it  is 
only  this,  that  every  one  who  speaks  to  them  must  speak 
with  deliberation.  Now  perhaps  in  the  interest  of  those  who 
are  not  mutes  this  is  a  great  advantage.  If  we  could  induce 
the  whole  of  our  ministry  to  speak  distinctly,  I  think  tliere 
would  he  a  better  attendance  at  our  churches.  If  the  system 
of  mumbling,  or  whatever  other  way  there  may  be  which 
prevents  people  from  being  heard,  were  abandoned,  I  think 
we  should  become  a  more  intelligent  nation.  I  have  observed 
in  this  metropolis,  that  our  brethren  from  America  generally 
speak  with  boldness  and  readiness,  which  is  an  example  to  us 
who  live  in  tliis  "  worn  out  old  country."  Englishmen  all 
over  the  Avorld  speak  as  if  they  are  ashamed  of  what  they 
are  speaking  about,  and  in  this  consists  the  difficulty  ex- 
perienced in  learning  foreign  languages.  But  what  you  are 
trpng  to  inculcate  is,  that  those  who  are  not  mutes  should 
speak  so  that  even  tlie  deaf  can  understand  them  from  the 
]novement  of  their  lips,  and  in  thus  doing  good  to  others  we 
shall  be  doing  good  to  ourselves.  It  is  said  that  these 
10,000  deaf  and  dumb  persons  are  neglected,  and  are  un- 
instructed  in  the  commonest  principles  of  morality.  I  do  not 
know  how  it  can  be  otherwise  if  we  have  no  possible  means 
of  communicating  with  them.  Take  the  best  view  you  please 
of  the  natural  condition  of  the  human  race,  and  there  is 
something  that  prevents  people  without  instruction  knowing 
the  difference  between  right  and  wrong,  and  if  3'ou  leave 
them  altogether  without  instruction,  you  must  leave  them  Avith 
a  very  vague  notion  indeed  of  their  duty  in  this  life,  or  in 
their  relation  to  the  life  hereafter.  ,  No  one  can  have  gone 
into  remote  villages  and  seen  what  is  called  the  parish  idiot — 


who  is  110  more  an  idiot  than  many  of  his  ueighbours — who 
is  nothing  more  than  a  deaf  or  dumb  person  neglected  from 
his  youth  ; — no  one  can  have  seen  such  a  person  in  remote 
districts  and  observed  how  difficult  it  is  to  give  him  any 
conception  of  the  existence  of  Grod,  and  the  difference 
between  what  will  please  and  what  will  not  jilease  Him, 
without  feeling  that  if  any  special  means  of  instruction 
covdd  be  adopted,  capable  of  being  conveyed  into  every 
parish  in  the  kingdom,  great  good  woxdd  be  accomplished. 
We  learn  a  good  deal  from  Grermany.  In  the  whole  of 
Grennauy  deaf  and  dumb  persons  are  subject  to  the  com- 
pulsory laws,  which  force  all  the  children,  born  in  the 
coimtry,  to  be  educated ;  and  I  hope  that  in  the  comj)ulsory 
system  of  education  which  is  coming  into  effect  this  year,  this 
matter  will  not  be  forgotten  with  regard  to  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  "We  ought  to  remember,  that  there  is  no  portion  of 
our  people,  however  tried  by  misfortune,  for  whom  the  laws 
of  a  Christian  community  are  not  bound  to  provide  a  sound 
useful  education.  One  of  the  speakers  touched  upon  a  point 
of  incalculable  importance,  viz.,  that  the  rights  of  religion 
cannot  of  course  be  communicated  by  people  speaking  upon 
their  fingers,  except  in  the  case  of  those  who  have  been 
educated  on  that  system.  If  there  is  a  deaf  and  dumb  mau 
in  a  remote  part  of  Wales,  you  cannot  have  a  curate  expressly 
for  his  benefit,  therefore  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
the  deaf  and  dumb  man  shoidd  be  able  to  follow  the  speaker 
without  the  intervention  of  mechanical  means.  This  is  the 
only  system  which  it  appears  can  be  spread  throughout  the 
whole  community,  and  in  cases  of  sickness  and  sorrow,  when 
it  is  impossible  to  find  any  one  to  speak  with  his  fingers,  it  is 
an  incalculable  blessing. 

It  will  be  an  incalculable  blessing,  that  in  the  future  we 
may  be  able  with  a  little  trouble,  so  to  address  the  deaf  and 
dumb  man  in  the  sick  room,  as  to  prepare  him  for  that  which 


lies  before  him  at  the  moment  of  cleatli.  At  the  moment 
of  deatli  this  distinction  will  disappear.  Those  who  have 
suffered  the  most  under  this  calamity  while  life  lasts,  will  be 
delivered  from  it  when  they  go  into  the  presence  of  their 
Saviour  ;  and  it  is  well  that  we  should  be  preparing  them  to 
'Use  in  His  presence,  clearly  and  distinctly,  those  voices  which 
have  been  silent  during  the  many  years  of  their  suffering. 
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SOCIETY  FOR  TRAINING  TEACHERS  OF  THE  DEAF, 

AND 

Jliffusian  of  the  "Okvman  "  ^nstcm  "la  the  alnitct)  iiingtiom. 


HIS     GRACE     THE     ARCHBISHOP     OF    CANTERBURY. 


Archbishop  of  Dublin. 
Earl  of  Ducie. 
Earl  of  Munster. 

ViSCOITNT  MONCK. 

Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Ripon. 

Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Baron  de  Ferrieres. 

Sir  George  Jenkinsom,  B.^rt.,  M.P. 

Sir  Edward  Hulse,  Bart. 

Sir  Harcourt  Johnston,  Bart. 

Sir  Willoughby  Jones,  Bart. 

Colonel  Kingscote,  C.B.,  M.P. 

De.\n  of  Durham. 

Archdeacon  of  Middlesex. 

W.  K.  Wait,  Esq.,  M.P. 


Mabchioness  of  Abebg.a.vennv, 
Countess  oe  Ducie. 
Countess  of  Munster. 
Viscountess  Ossingtox. 
L.\DY  Emily  Kingscotf. 


IHcf-prfsiiJcnts. 


Marquess  of  Kild.\re. 

Earl  Russell,  K.G. 

Lord  Charles  Pelham-Clinton. 

Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  London. 

Rt.  Rev.  thf.  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol. 

Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Hereford. 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Michael  E.  Hicks-Beach,  Bart.,  M.P. 

LiEUT.-CoL.  Sir  Robert  Anstruther,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Sir  Thomas  Crawley-Boevey,  Bart. 

The  Ven. -Archdeacon  Sir  George  Prevost,  Bart. 

LiEUT.-CoL.     Sir    James    McGarei.    Hogg,    Bart., 

Dean  of  Norwich.  [K.C.B.,  M.P. 

Dean  of  Lichfield. 

Archdeacon  of  Monmouth. 

A.  J.  ST.A.NTON,   Es<j.,  M.P. 


^lutroncssos. 


Countess  of  Aberdeen. 
Countess  Russell. 
Dowager  Viscountess  Downe. 
Lady  Lucy  Hicks-Be.\ch. 
Lady  An.struther. 


The  follninng  have  also  expressed  their  approval  of  the  Scheme. 


Duke  of  Leinster. 
Rt.  Hon.  Gathorne  Hardy,  M.P. 
J.  T.  AcG  Gardner,  Esq..  M.P. 

Rev.  E.  Douglas  Tinling.  M.A.,  Canon  of  Gloucester. 
Rev.  Cakon  Crojiwell,  M.A.,  Principal  of  St.  Mark's 
Training  College,  Chelsea. 
Rev.  Dr.  Jex-Blake,   Head  Master  of  Rugby  School. 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
B.  W.  Richardson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  M.A.,  F.R.S. 
Thomas  Buzzard,  Esq.,  M.D. 
Arthur  Evershed,  Esq.,  M.D. 


Baron  F'erdinand  de  Rothschild. 

Rev.  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Fremantle. 

Mrs.   Oliphant. 

Rev.  Canon  Barry,  D.D.,  Principal  of  King's  College. 

Rev.  Canon  Fleming,  B.D. 

Rev.  E.  R.    Richards,    M.A.,   Principal  of  Fishponds 

Rev.  G.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.A.  [Training  Coll. 

George  Johnson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

T.  R.  Akmitage,  Esq.,  M.D. 

W^.  Cholmeley,  Esq.,  M.D. 


(L  omimttcf. 


Maj.-Gbn.  F.  C.  Cotton,  R.E.,  C.S.T.,  Chai. 

Bousfield,  C.  H.,  Esq. 
Dorington,  J.  E.,  Esq.,  J.P. 
HoPKiNSON,  G.  H.,  Esq. 
Hull,  Miss. 
Irvine,  W.  Douglas,  Esc,>. 


E.  Sv.mes  Thompson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P,,  Viee-Chairman. 

Pr.\ed,  Campbell,  Esq. 
Savilf,  E.  Bourchier,  Esq. 
Thompson,  Mrt.  Symes. 
Watki.ns,  Rkv.  H.  G.,  Jun.,  M.A. 


Sir    John    Luiii;o(  k,    Baut.,    M.P. 

Messrs.    Robaets,    Lubbock,    and   Co.,    15,   Lombard   Street,    E.C. 

Sir  Samuel  Scott,  Bart.,  and  Co.,  i.  Cavendish  Square,  W. 

Messrs.  Praed  and  Co.,  189,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 

Messrs.  Hopkinson  and  Sons,  3,  Regent  Street,  St.  James's,  S.W. 


B.  St.  John  Ackers,  Esc, 


Frinknash  Park,  Painswick,  Gloucestershire,  and  85,  Wigmorc  Street,  W. 


REPoirr  OF  THE  commtttee. 


Angus  I,   1877. 


This  Society,  which  was  formally  established  by  a  resolution  passed  at  a  Meeting  held  by  permission 
of  the  Lord  lilayor,  at  the  Mansion  House,  on  Monday,  the  i8th  of  June  last,  and  presided  over  by 
the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol,  is  the  result  of  the  exertions  of  a  gentleman,  who  having  the 
misfortune  himself  to  have  a  child  stricken  with  deafness  a  few  months  after  birth,  set  himself  to  seek 
how  best  he  could,  by  education,  counteract  the  eflects  of  this  misfortune,  and  enable  her  to  take  her 
place  in  the  world.  With  this  view,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he  visited  the  principal  institutions  of 
this  country,  America,  and  Europe,  examining  also  the  conditions  of  the  pupils  in  after  life,  and  was 
struck  with  the  inferiority  of  the  education  afforded  by  the  "  French  "  System  (Signs)  as  compared  with 
that  given  by  the  "German"  System  (Lip  Reading  and  Articulation).  This  latter  method  was  first 
reduced  to  a  system  at  Leipzig,  in  1778;  is  now  universal  in  Germany;  is  largely  practised  in  Austria, 
Holland,  Italy,  and  Switzerland  ;  is  spreading  in  France,  Sweden,  Russia,  and  the  United  States,  and 
has  within  the  last  few  years  been  introduced  into  England. 

It  is  however,  at  present  impossible  to  obtain  any  instruction  outside  the  walls  of  two  or  three 
small  private  schools,  and  one  public  institution,  for  want  of  trained  Teachers. 

The  gentleman  before  alluded  to,  being  obliged  to  procure  a  governess  from  abroad  for  his  own 
child,  associated  himself  with  some  friends  in  the  endeavour  to  organize  a  Society  for  Training  English 
Teachers,  with  a  view  to  render  it  possible  both  to  supply  the  demand  for  Governesses  in  private 
families,  and  to  establish  County  Schools  for  the  Poor  throughout  England,  which  in  course  of  time 
shall  remove  the  reproach  from  the  deaf  that  they  are  necessarily  dumb,  and  in  consequence  unable  to 
associate  freely  with  their  fellow  men. 

In  the  first  instance  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a  Training  College  for  a  limited  number  of 
Teachers,  with  a  small  Practising  School  attached,  composed  of  deaf  children,  in  which  all  the 
iiranches  of  a  sound  English  education,  together  with  moral  and  religious  instruction,  will  be  given. 

The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  they  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  an  English  gentleman  carefully  trained  in  Germany,  to  act  as  Principal. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  expend  any  money  in  Building  ;  but  for  the  provision  of  the  necessary 
Furniture  and  School  Apparatus,  Salaries,  and  General  Expenses  for  the  first  two  years,  it  is  considered 
that  about /'s, 000  will  be  required.  It  is  hoped  that  the  College  may  by  that  time  be  self-supporting, 
and  that  it  will  become  a  centre  from  which  should  spring  up  Schools  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kino-dom,— the  necessary  Teachers,  information  and  advice  being  furnished  by  the  Parent  Societ)', 
Local  Funds  and  Local  Bodies  doing  the  remainder  of  the  work. 


There  are  in  this  country  alone  20,000  deaf  and  dumb. 

It  is  estimated  that  of  these  10,000  are  totally  uneducated;  4,000  are  of 
a  suitable  age  for  receiving  instruction  ;  2,000  of  this  number  are  collected  in 
existing  Schools  (100  of  them  only  being  taught  on  the  "  German  "  System)  ;  the 
remaining  2,000,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  are  wholly  unaccounted 
for ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  children  of  wealthy  parents,  growing  up  entirely 
uneducated.  Even  wealthy  parents  have  no  satisfactory  means  of  educating  their 
deaf  children,  simply  from  want  of  competent  Teachers. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  opportunit}'  of  educating  the  deaf  will  be  readily  seized  both  by 
public  bodies  and  private  persons,  when  once  it  is  understood  that  under  proper  instruction  the  deaf 
can  be  taught  to  speak  with  ease,  and  to  see  with  their  eyes,  understandingly,  the  spoken  words  of  those 
around  them. 

Such  is  the  practice  under  the  "German"  System  which  refuses  to  recognize  the  condition  of 
dumbness  in  a  child  of  healthy  brain  development,  whether  born  deaf  or  rendered  so  by  accident  or 
disease,  but  gives  language  by  means  of  lip-reading  and  articulation  ;  instead  of  that  imperfect  method 
of  communication  which,  limited  to  signs  and  the  manual  alphabet,  is  generally  pursued  in  England. 

The  "German"  System  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  poor,  as  it  enables  them  to 
make  their  way  in  the  world  so  much  better  than  those  w^ho  are  unable  to  use  and  understand  spoken 
language. 

In  aid  of  the  objects  of  this  Society,  a  Meeting  was  held  by  the  kind  permission  and  good  will  of 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  the  library  of  his  Palace,  Lambeth,  on  the  zSth  day  of  June  last,  at 
which  the  following  Resolutions  were  carried  unanimously : — 

i.^"  That  this  Meeting  approves  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  Training  College  for  Teachers 

of  the  deaf  on  the  '  German  '  System." 
2. — "That  this  Meeting  views  with  great  satisfaction  the  eflbrt  now  being  made  by  this  Society  to 

give  to  every  deaf  child  throughout  the  country  the  blessings  of  a  good  education." 
3. — "  That  this  Meeting  pledges  itself  to  use  its  best  endeavours  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
objects  of  this  Society." 
The  Committee  earnestly  hope  that  all  who  are  interested  in  this  subject  will  not  only  contribute 
largely  in  funds,  but  aid  in  spreading  the  knowledge  amongst  their  friends  of  what  is  being  done,  will 
refer  to  the  Committee  all  persons  who  from  any  cause  feel  a  special  interest  in  this  good  work,  and  so 
materially  assist  in  the  effective  carrying  out  of  the  undertaking. 
Subscriptions  and  Donations  to  be  paid  to  the  Bankers — 

Messrs.  Robarts,  Lubbock,  and  Co.,   15,  Lombard  Street,  E.C.  ; 
Sir  Samuel  Scott,  Bart.,  and  Co.,   i.  Cavendish  Square,  W'.; 
Messrs.  Praed  and  Co.,  i8g,  Fleet  Street,  E.G.;  or, 
Messrs.  Hopkinsox  and  Sons,  3,  Regent  Street,  St.  James's,  S.W. 

All  other  communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  at  Prinknash  Park,  Painswick, 
Gloucestershire,  who  will  be  happy  to  afford  every  information,   or  to  the  Principal,  at  the 
•College 
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